Assessment

Variations

Resources

2. Next the students work with the entire list in order to break
it down into categories and place the words accordingly.
For example, students may select wolf, poison, and enemy to
be things that are dangerous or shout, cry, and shoot to be
done when encountering danger.

3. The students label and display their categories.

4. Last, a key step is to have the students explain the processes
they used to group the words. Have them explain the
commonalities of the words in each group that resulted in
how they categorized the groups.

NOTE: Be prepared to have students categorize words in
many different ways (e.g., number of letters or syllables,
alphabetically, part of speech, meaning, etc.). Some teachers
prefer to allow this to happen before stressing that semantic or
meaning-oriented categories are desired.

Recommendation: Keep the list to 25 words; however,
consider grade level and ability when adjusting the amount.

How do you know that students are using and
understanding the strategy and/or content?

Informally assess based on students” explanations and
rationales for the groups and categories they formed.

Other ideas for using this strategy:
1. Have students work in small groups to categorize and label
rather than having students work individually.

2. Allow some friendly competition to occur by having
students list and group, but then having others predict the
category based on the commonalities of words grouped
together.

3. Have students sort words from given lists. An excellent
resource is Words Their Way (2000; 2004) by Bear, Invernizzi,
Templeton & Johnston.
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